MYTHOLOGY

projection of the observers own personality into the phenomena.
This peculiar charcteristic of the Indo-European race is never
wholly overcome; and to it, is added a proud self-consciousness,
an energy of thought and action, a constant aspiration after
grand achievements, and a haughty contempt of all other
nations. But we should never forget how limited our
knowledge of ancient popular tradition really is, even in the
case of the Hindus and Greeks and how the earliest chapters
of mythology are lost to us for ever. To the Greeks, the
Homeric poems were the most distant background of their
mythology and religion, nay, of their history also; to us, they
are a beautifully painted curtain, which must be lifted before
we can hope to see the earliest acts of the drama of Mytho-
logy or to recognise the original actors and the natural scenery
by which they are surrounded. How true were the words of
Kekule, when he described the Greek Mythology as a mere
fragment taken from the words of metaphor and dreams, piled
one upon the other by the hand of man, or as one page torn
from the great picture-book of Nature, for which nothing is too
small, nothing too sublime. It was Schelling who was first to
complain of the "shallewness of any admiration for Homer,
which is not founded on a perception of the remote past left
behind by his creations." It was only after Schelling's death
that by means of Comparative Philology and Comparative
Mythology it became possible to lift, to a certain extent, the
curtain which divided the Homeric present from the Homeric
past. With the progress of scientific research every year we learn
how very modern the Homeric poems really are, that is to say,
how much they presuppose and how much of the rich growth of
religious and mythological folklore, they leave unnoticed. And
what applies to Greek, applies to all mythologies, even to that of
the Veda, though here, better than anywhere else, we are some-
times allowed to watch the very process of fermentation, which
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